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1.The purpose of this presentation

 The purpose of this presentation is to propose the perspective on disaster prevention in 

social studies by collaborating with social studies education in Asia.

 Method;

1 Transition of social studies textbooks as for disaster prevention in Japan

2  Characteristics of disaster prevention education in social studies education of Japan

3  Significance of the collaborating with Asia countries on disaster prevention education 

4  Propose the perspective on disaster prevention in social studies by collaborating with

Asia countries.



MAJOR DISASTERS IN JAPAN (2007-2016)

Year Earthquake Volcanic Storm and flood damage

2007 7 5

2008 6 4

2009 3 3

2010 5 5

2011 16
(Great East Japan Earthquake)

1 3

2012 13 ７

2013 11 13

2014 8 2 15

2015 13 5 10

2016 12 1 10



2．TRANSITION OF SOCIAL STUDIES TEXTBOOKS AS FOR 
DISASTER PREVENTION IN JAPAN
2-1 DISASTER PREVENTION IN NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

• Item for disaster prevention in National curriculum of social studies and geography 

Note1: National curriculum is revised every 10 years.

Note2: Geography in high school would be compulsory subject from 2020.  

Note3: Big earthquake was occurred in West Japan, 1995.

Year of national curriculum Junior high school (G7-9) High school (G10-12)

1977 Land use and environment

conservation in Japan(sub-item)

Regional development and environment 

conservation(sub-item)

2008・2009 Natural environment(including

disaster prevention)(subdivision-

item)

Natural environment and disaster 

prevention (sub-item)

(1p:explanation)

2017・2018 Natural environment(including 

disaster prevention)(subdivision-

item) 

Natural environment and disaster 

prevention (sub-item)

(6p:explanation)



2-2.Transit of Textbook about disaster prevention 
Description about disaster prevention in social studies and geography  
textbooks

Note1: Nihonbunkyosyuppann-junior high school textbook

Ninomiyasyoten-high school textbook  

published year Junior high school (the number of 
page for disaster prevention /total )

High school (the number of page for 
disaster prevention /total )

1995-1998 2/233 (2001) 2/163

2002-2005 2/197 0/159

2013-2016 6/281 6/193

2020- 12/287 ?



Here is “disaster prevention” 

Textbook for junior high school, 2005 by Nichibun



Title is “disaster prevention”

Textbook for junior high school, 2015 by Nichibun



Textbook for G5 primary school, 2020 by Nichibun

Title: Keep people from natural 
disasters



Summary

• It is described that there are many natural disasters as well as 
blessings such as many hot springs due to volcanoes etc. under the 
title of "Nature's grace and reverence“ before 1995.

• Japan has experienced Great Earthquake Disasters in 1995 and 2011, 
that is Hanshin Awaji(West Japan) and the Great East Japan 
Earthquake Disasters.

• In social studies, disaster prevention has noticed. It has been 
emphasis the disaster prevention in national curriculum and 
textbook , particular after  the Great Earthquake Disaster.

• It reveals that it is important not only knowledges but action or 
participate in education.  



The change of textbook for natural disasters from 
2011 

Before 2011

“what was happened?”

The knowledge  for  
natural disasters 

After 2011, 2015

“what was happened?”
And

“How to protect our lives”

The knowledge for natural 
disasters,  useful knowledge, 

critical thinking and action for 
protect from disasters. In other 

wards, powerful knowledge  
and powerful feature.



３. Disaster prevention education that spreads 
students’ eyes to the world
• In Japan, disaster prevention education to protect ourselves has been 

established.

1. The idea of self-help, helping others, and administrative assistance 
has also become established for students.

2. Hazard maps have also become of interest in classes.

However, students would disappointed because disaster prevention 
education from primary school to high school is the main focus on their 
levies areas. 

Students would recognize what they are learning as events of the past.

Students’ senses of urgency would be fading. 



Flow of disaster prevention education

After 2011, 2015

Strengthening 

disaster 

prevention 

education in 

social studies 

(geography)

Learning in 

these days

The student's 

sense of urgency 

fades

It's learning just 

only in the school 

and not related 

to life with 

ourselves

Near future

Same repetition 

as in the past

How to 

education 

should be 

done ?



4. FUTURE DISASTER PREVENTION EDUCATION 
IN  SOCIAL STUDIES

① When a natural disaster occurs in Japan or domestic, take up the situation 

of the disaster in the area as soon as possible in social studies class and look 

back on the disaster prevention in area where students live.

↓

・ Students realize that disasters can occur anytime, anywhere in Japan.

→ Give students a sense of urgency.

For it, develop a flexible curriculum. (vs fixed curriculum)

→ Curriculum management is required for teachers.



② Learning  disasters in the world.

→ Expanding students‘ eyes from Japan to the world, especially in Asia．

・ Differences in disasters due to differences in the natural environment.

E.G. Differences between floods in Japan and Thailand

Major disaster in arid areas – Wildfire

Different disasters occur in Asia 

→ Develop knowledge about disaster prevention, review students’ own disaster 

prevention, and foster awareness of what they can do in other regions and countries.



Chao Phraya in Bangkok Wildfire in California



FROM JAPAN TO ASIA AND WORLD;
SIGNIFICANCE OF NOTICE AT DISASTERS AND DISASTER PREVENTION IN ASIA

Knowledge 

Develop knowledge 

about disasters and 

disaster prevention in 

Asia and world

Review

Review students’ 

own area for 

disaster 

prevention

Discussion 

with 

students 

from 

different 

countries, 

if possible

Contribution

awareness of 

what they can 

do in other 

regions and 

countries



5.CONCLUSION
• Repeat learning from primary to high schools gets tired of important disaster 

prevention contents. New stimuli are needed for students.

→ Learning disaster prevention in an environment different from their own is 
exciting for students. Its important partner is other Asia countries .

As a result, it is possible to develop students’ abilities such as knowledge, 
reflection and contribution for disaster prevention.

In order to make this, the following is necessary.

① Flexible curriculum of social studies

② Information exchange, online exchange of students (small time difference)
with Asian countries for disaster prevention, by teachers.

Ideally, a consortium of Asian social studies teachers could be formed.


