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professional identity  
 

The Diversity of Professional Identities amongst Teacher Educators  
in the United States  

With a Focus on Views on Curriculum and Teacher Educators in Social Studies Education 

*   **  ***  ****  *****  ****** 

 

 

This paper is a case study of three teacher educators involved in social studies pedagogy at the same American university. It 

analyses the personal identity the teacher educators’ views on teaching and research in their capacity as professionals possessed by 

each by demonstrating the features of and differences in how each engages with teaching and research as evident from an interview 

survey. The three educators are Bruce VanSledright, Jennifer James, and Sonia Janis. 
Specifically, the procedure was as follows. Firstly, we organised the three educators’ views on teaching social studies and 

teacher education on the basis of an emergent method as well as designed an analytic method and framework for speech. I designed 

these by holding a seminar after having read through the contents of the interview protocols, carefully analysing and faithfully deriving 

points at issue from the speech of the three educators. This allowed me to construct the paper’s central themes. As a result, this paper 

revolves around the three themes of analysis of research interest and duty situation ,

the mission of a teacher educator as seen from the aims of social studies analysis of view on social studies , and the mission of 

a teacher educator as seen from social responsibility analysis of view on teacher educators . 

Next, we examined the interview speech to analyse how each of the three teacher educators understood the three 

abovementioned perspectives. Based on this, we derived each person’s professional identity and compared them. As a result, 

professional identity appeared in various forms, despite being involved in social studies education at the same university. Moreover, it 

emerged that this diversity of professional identities depended on differences in each person’s view on society, view on teaching, view 

on research, and position at the university. 

 

Keywords: teacher educators, professional identity, social studies, curriculum aims, social responsibility, diversity,  

life stories 

 

professional identity

Bruce VanSledright Jennifer James Sonia Janis  

 

professional identity

professional 

identity /  

 

* ** *** **** *****

******  ����

������������ ������������� ���� ������



 

professional identity

professional identity

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

researcher Educator

 

professional identity  

Tanaka

 

Bruce VanSledright

Jennifer James

Sonia Janis

professional identity

2016

 

 

2017 10 11

12 12 17

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ ������������� ����������

����



 

 

 

NPO

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

research interest

interest  

 

 

 

 

Research Question  

 

 

 

TANAKA Cice

 

 

 

 

 

����������� ������������������������ ������� ��������� ��������� �

����



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

scopus 15

57 28 341

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epistemic cognition in history. Handbook of epistemic 

cognition, 2016 (Co) 

Assessing historical thinking and understanding: Innovative 

idea for new standards, 2014 

The challenging of rethinking history education: On practices, 

theories, and policy, 2010 

11

Patricia G. Avery

CUFA 

Susan V. Iverson

 

������������ ������������� ����������

����



Examining the role of trust in shaping children’s approaches to 

peer dialogue. Teachers College Record, in press (2017, Co) 

”Democracy is the devil’s snare”: Theological certainty and 

democratic teacher education. Theory and Research in Social 

Education, 2010 

Self-authoring a civic identity: A qualitative analysis of 

change-oriented service learning. Journal of Student Affairs 

Research and Practice, 2013 (Co) 

 

mixed-race

mixed-race

 

mixed-race

mixed-race

 

Are you mixed? A war bride’s granddaughter’s narrative of 

in-between contested race, gender, class and power, 2016 

Why has there never been a woman president in the US? An 

inquiry lesson. Social Education, 2016 (Co) 

Am I enough? A multi-race teacher’s experience in-between 

contested race, gender, class, and power. Narrative of 

curriculum in the U. S. South: Lives in-between contested race, 

gender, class and power, Special Issue of Journal of 

Curriculum Theorizing, 2013 

 

Teaching

Research Service

 

2011

40

40 20

 

41 15

44

 

82 14 4  

in-between-ness

 

����������� ������������������������ ������� ��������� ��������� �

����



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ ������������� ����������

����



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

����������� ������������������������ ������� ��������� ��������� �

����



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ ������������� ����������

����



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. professional identity

 

professional identity

 

 

����������� ������������������������ ������� ��������� ��������� �

����



 

40 40

20

 

supervisor

 

 

 

41 15

44

 

mentor

 

 

 

 

82 14

4

  

 

Professional Identity  

    

   
 

 

 
40 40 20 41 15 44 82 14 4 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 supervisor  mentor  mediator  

������������ ������������� ����������

����



 

mediator

 

professional identity

 

professional 

identity /

professional 

identity

 

 

 

27 28

29

 

 (2016). 

17 pp.109-120. Tanaka, N., Korhonen, 

R., Heino, T. (in press). “Professors’ views 

regarding their professional careers, identities, and 

educational work-Comparative research between 

Japan and Finland-”, Education, Citizenship and 
Social Justice: Innovation Practice, Children’s 

Identity and Citizenship in Europe.  

 

2017

B

―

―

 

Creswell, J.W. (2007). 

Qualitative inquiry and research design; 
Choosing among five approaches. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage. Patton, M.Q. (2002). Qualitative 
research and evaluation methods, Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Sage Publications, Makaiau, A.S., 

Ragoonaden, K., Wang, J.S., Leng, L. (2017). 

Developing an Inquiry Stance in Diverse Teacher 

Candidates: A Self-Study By Four Culturally, 

Ethnically, and Linguistically Diverse Teacher 

Educators, The Routledge International 
Handbook of Philosophy for Children, Routledge.

 
2

2

Tanaka et al.  

NCSS

College and University Faculty Assembly

Theory and Research in Social Education
 

 

 

����������� ������������������������ ������� ��������� ��������� �

����



������������ ������������� ����������

����


