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The Diversity of Professional Identities amongst Teacher Educators

in the United States :
With a Focus on Views on Curriculum and Teacher Educators in Social Studies Education

BRI TR« S 30 KR - RIS R .

This paper is a case study of three teacher educators involved in social studies pedagogy at the same American university. It
analyses the personal identity (the teacher educators’ views on teaching and research in their capacity as professionals) possessed by
each by demonstrating the features of and differences in how each engages with teaching and research as evident from an interview
survey. The three educators are Bruce VanSledright, Jennifer James, and Sonia Janis.

Specifically, the procedure was as follows. Firstly, we organised the three educators’ views on teaching social studies and
teacher education on the basis of an emergent method as well as designed an analytic method and framework for speech. I designed
these by holding a seminar after having read through the contents of the interview protocols, carefully analysing and faithfully deriving
points at issue from the speech of the three educators. This allowed me to construct the paper’s central themes. As a result, this paper
revolves around the three themes of (1) Background of Teacher Educator (analysis of research interest and duty situation) , (2)
the mission of a teacher educator as seen from the aims of social studies (analysis of view on social studies) ,and (3) the mission of
a teacher educator as seen from social responsibility (analysis of view on teacher educators) .

Next, we examined the interview speech to analyse how each of the three teacher educators understood the three
abovementioned perspectives. Based on this, we derived each person’s professional identity and compared them. As a result,
professional identity appeared in various forms, despite being involved in social studies education at the same university. Moreover, it
emerged that this diversity of professional identities depended on differences in each person’s view on society, view on teaching, view
on research, and position at the university.

Keywords: teacher educators, professional identity, social studies, curriculum aims, social responsibility, diversity,
life stories
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